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The Bir mingham T emple

WHAT IS THE BIRMINGHAM TEMPLE?
An Opportunity...

TO BE PART of a congregation that supports the be-
liefs and commitments of Humanistic Judaism.

TO WELCOME those who by birth or by choice iden-
tify with the history, culture and fate of the Jewish
people.

TO PARTICIPATE in meaningful experiences of cul-
ture, celebration, education and community life.

TO CELEBRATE the joyous life cycles of birth, Bar and
Bat Mitzvah, Confirmation and Marriage. To provide
funeral and memorial services that protect the dignity
and memory of those who have died.

TO ENABLE children to learn Hebrew, Jewish history,
culture and the ethics and values of Humanistic Juda-

ism at the Birmingham Temple School of Cultural Ju-
daism.

TO CONTINUE opportunities for adult education
through courses on Jewish history, culture and philoso-
phy and to celebrate adult confirmation.

TO ENJOY many cultural and social events, such as
the Art Show, Vivace Music Series, Dinner Club,
Singles, Young Adults, Newcomers, Drama Club,
Templesingers, Family of Women, Gathering of Men,
Memoir Writers, Reading Circle, and Family Club.

TO CONNECT to the worldwide movement of Hu-
manistic Judaism through membership in the Society
for Humanistic Judaism (SHJ) and the International In-
stitute for Secular Humanistic Judaism (lISHJ).

If you would like to learn more about the Birmingham Temple, please contact us at
248-477-1410 or visit our Web site: www.birminghamtemple.org.
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JUDY BOBROW

President ’'s Perspective

From Shabbat to Lincoln to Diversity

Why do | leave my warm house on a cold wintergramming at the temple is politically unbalanced,
night, get in the car and drive from Ann Arbor to the representing only Democrats in the & and the lib-
Birmingham &mple for Shabbat services? Becauseeral left in Israel. And if that is so, whether we are
the observation of Shabbat at the Birminghamalienating some of our members and whether it,
: : . . I S - | walk through
Temple never fails to help me realign the spine ofwould be a good idea to initiate diversity training at
my life. the Birmingham &mple. For whats it worth, here is the door and am
| walk through the door and am welcomed by what | think. welcomed by
smiling faces, a glass of wine and a chunk of challah. ~ First: It is important to remember that although Smiling faces, a
Sitting togethersometimes in a circle, we sing our politics is part of the culture of the Birminghamglass of wine and
songs and light our candles, and luxuriate in a dis Temple, as it is in every organization, the Birming a chunk of
cussion of timeless ideas. And after the service, ham Temple does not exist for political purposes.challah.”
carry those ideas home with me, connecting themWhat we are about is written on the inside cover of.

to events in real time. this newsletter—Humanistic Jewish culture, celebrajudy Bobrow
For instance, at a recent Shabbat servicealbbi tion, education, etc. Rresident
Kolton explored with us the ideas of Jehoseph Ezobi, Second: The Birminghamemple was founded
a 13" century scholar and poet. As a wedding giftby people who rejected what was available within
to his son, Ezobi wrote a poem suggesting that oneconventional Judaism at that time—Orthodox, Con-
of the ways his son should approach learning wasservative, Bform and Reconstructionist. After 40
by entrusting his mind to “teachers rather than toyears, the Birminghamémple continues to attract
books.” That led to a lively discussion about howthose with a point of view that embraces change
the way we learn informs our perception of truth,and rejects conformitySo yes—that probably gets
our beliefs and our actions. Carol Schwartz recalledreflected in our attraction to those speakers who
a biography of Abraham Lincoln that told how he are “liberal” in their thinking and writingThat doestt
shaped his policies for the country by gathering amean that we couldi have a program in which
diverse group of advisors that included both his al-different points of view regarding American or-Is
lies and adversaries. (Bsident Bush recently gath- raeli politics are represented, as long as those points
ered former secretaries of state for a brief meetingf view are moderated evenly and fairly
at the White House, but that didhseem to be about And finally: Instead of engaging in formal diver
shaping policies.) Anywayn the drive home, | sity training we should be able to rely on our Hu-
thought about Lincoln and some interesting diseus manism to give us the tools to be accepting of the
sions about diversity of opinion I've had recentlydiversity that exists among us.
with Birmingham &@mple members. Am | being naive? How about meeting at Shabbat
The discussions revolved around whether proservices to talk about it®

Cher y| Rives, M_A_’ The Birmingham @mple School Resents

C.C.C., slp. ATribut eto
Speech/Language P athologist Br OadW ay

Certified Teacher (K - 8) .
and Special Education Teacher Come and enjoy our talented temple

P school kids as they perform songs from
(Pre-K - 12) . : . :
popular musicals includingAnnie, Beauty
Over 30 years experience. and the Beast, A Chorus Lipand Rentl
Individual Speech/Language
Therapy and Instructional Tutoring Frida y, Feb. 1 0, 7:30 p.m.

available, my setting or yours.

This performance is dedicated to the memories of
Phone: 248-366-2447 Sam and Alex Winstein.

E-mail: cherylrives@comcast.net
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SHERWIN WINE

Very Fine W ine

Envisioning Israel W ithout Sharon

One of the truths of history is that individuals makeultimately determine their own safety boundaries.

a difference. What if Stalin had been felled by aThe fact that Bush and the American government

stroke in 19247 What if Hitler had been assassi-strongly supported Sharon added to his authority

nated in 19337 What if Churchill had died in 1940? and credibility “The Ear Right is

There is no doubt about it: The story of the world But Sharon is now past historl§ he survives, he . 9

would have been different. cannot function as prime ministefsraeli politics is COUU“”Q on the
Sharon appeared to be the indispensable manin disarrayA political vacuum of absent charismatic continuing chaos

of the hour for the task of making peace betweenleadership terrifies thedft and the CenterFor the in the P alestinian

the Israelis and the &estinians, between the Jewsanti-Sharon Right, the disarray appears to be a bless world to

and the Arabs. He had defied his traditional allies. ing, especially with the disintegration of thealess  persuade the

He had split the peaceesistant Likud partyde had tinian Authority They see the real possibility of the |sraelis that

united the moderate Center under the banner of arevival of the Likud. They imagine that, withoutpeace is not

new political party with the bold name ofatima Sharons leadership, many moderate conserva’[ivespresenﬂy

(Forward). He represented, in the public mind, will accept Netanyahu as the only remaining guar

Lo . -~ i ossible.”
strength, securitynilitary virtue and patriotism. Even antee for security P

his former enemies acknowledged that he was the The Rr Rightis counting on the continuing chaos . .
only man who could mobilize the Israelis to acceptin the Rilestinian world to persuade the Israelis thatSherW_Irl w 'n_e
a Ralestinian state. Some of them, like thealhor peace is not presently possibleal and order do Founding Rabbi
leader Shimon Bres, had joined him. not exist, especially in Gaza, where thalBstinian
Kadima was slated for victory in the March elec-Authority has been granted full control. New presi-
tion. The labor opposition was led by a new politi- dent Mahmud Abbas is powerless to discipline any
cian, Amir Reretz, the chief of the worker federa- armed opposition. His political party @tah) is cor
tion, the Histadrut. Bretz won the leadership of the rupt and hopelessly split between the old establish-
Labor party by championing the old economic mentand radical youth. The fundamentalist Hamas,
agenda of more public welfare for the pooWhile which rejects peace with Israel, is expected to win
his Moroccan and Sephardic origins, together withalmost half the votes in the forthcoming election.
his appeal for more state welfare, were intended towithout the reassuring presence of Sharon, many
recruit Sephardic votes that had previously gone tdsraelis may opt for military security over making
the Likud, he had no track record for dealing with concessions with questionable results.
the issue uppermost in Israeli anxieties, the issue of Amir Reretz, the leader of &bor, is also optimis
the endless war with the Arabs. The conservativic. With the collapse of the Sharon Centemany
Likud opposition, stunned by the secession of Sharomoderates, fearful of what Netanyahu and the fun-
and his followers, was struggling to stay afloat as adamentalist Right may do to undermine peace, may
credible political force. Its new leader was the formerchoose to embrace etz as the only realistic alter
Rime Minister Bibi Netanyahu, who had fought native to Rightist extremismefetz is trying to woo
Sharon over the evacuation of Gaza and who hadReres, the man he defeated in the contest for the
been the architect of creating a neweldganite Is leadership of kbor, to come back after Bres de
raeli economy While there were many people on fected to join the Sharon team. iting in the wings
the Right who admired him, he was overwhelminglyas a labor alternative is Ehud Barak, the former
despised by most voters in the Center and on thgrime ministerwho fell from power in 2001 after
Right. his bold concessions to theaRestinians were re
Sharons successful strategy was based on unijected by Arafat.
lateral action. He did not deign to negotiate with ~ As for Kadima, the new party which Sharon
the Rilestinians. He decided when and where to with-founded as the voice of the moderate Centehree
draw He and his advisers decided the future bound-possible successors have emerged to replace him.
aries between Israel and thealestinians. Along this The first is Ehud Olmert, the deputy prime minister
new border—which incorporated large chunks ofand former mayor of Jerusalem, who persuaded
the West Bank and most of the large Jewish settle Sharon to abandon his old extremist position. The
ments—he was constructing a formidable wall. Thissecond is $ippy Livni, a popular conservative poli-
wall was a wall of security for the Israelis. It wadician and the most powerful woman in the Knesset,
also an assurance to the Israelis that the Jews would Continued on Bge 7
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TAMARA K OLTON

Thoughts From the Rabbi

The L’Chayim Ketubah

The Birminghamdmple is launch- of his future wife.
ing an exciting and important The ketubah was a public act
project. We are creating an inne that bound people together who
vative way of using the form of the shared good intentions. In sign- “ The history of
Ketubah to prevent children and ing the Ketubah, the groom dem-  he Ketubah is a
adults from involvement in crashes onstrated to his bride that he did fascinating
related to drunk driving But first, not want to marry her only to gain example of
an introduction to the Ktubah: from her dowry It was then clear

that his intentions were pure and 'human. )
The History of the that he truly sought to create a 'Ngenuity .
Ketubah home with his wife that was loving
The history of the &tubah is a fas and true. Tamara Kolton
cinating example of human inge Rabbi
nuity In biblical times women were What is the Ketubah T 0-
considered the property of their day?

fathers. In order to make a woman desirable to aToday observant Jews sign the sametkibah as our
man for marriage, women brought a dowryThe ancestors did 2,000 years ago. Only men sign and
dowry was made up of jewels or coins. Since marthe witnesses must be Jewish males. But many other
riage was a business transaction between a fathedews choose a more modern version of this tradi-
and his future son-in-lanthe dowry was offered to tion. In more modern versions of thegfubah, the
sweeten the deal. contract binds both the bride and the groom equally
Two thousand years ago, the rabbis faced a veryBoth the bride and the groom sign the document
big problem. They realized that Jewish men wereand anyone who is significant in the lives of the
marrying women, divorcing them, and keeping theircouple may witness the éfubah. The text speaks
dowries. The women they divorced were left witrabout spiritual, instead of monetary treasures, and
nothing, no money and no sense of self-worth. Theyit does not mention divorce. &her it focuses on
were seen as damaged goods. Most of the timehow the bride and groom intend to live as a mar
even their fathers would not take them back intoried couple and how they want to build their home.
their homes and so they lived poor and lonely lives.Importantly it states the date of the marriage on the
To deal with this troubling reality the rabbis cre Hebrew calendarplacing the moment of marriage
ated a contract called a “Ketubah,” or “Contract,” in Jewish time.
in Hebrew The contract was a promise from the The ketubah is a wonderful example of how Ju-
groom to the bride that stated, “In case of a divorce daism has evolved to meet the needs of the Jews
| will repay you the sum of 200 zuzim.” Zuzim wastoday. Most women today enter their marriages with
the currency of biblical times and 200 zuzim wasthe ability to take care of themselves even in the
the sum of the average dowryn the case of a di- case of a divorce. @day in our societymost women
vorce, with her dowry in hand, a Jewish woman hadand men enter marriage as equals. Bhen are no
a reasonable chance at taking care of her basiclonger considered the property of their fathers and,
needs for shelter and food, even if no one wantedfor most Jews, the idea of an arranged marriage is

to help her unacceptable. The modern &ubah takes into ac-
count all of the new realities of Jewish life while
Why the Ketubah? maintaining a beautiful tradition.

The Ketubah was a response to crisis. It was areck The ketubah Workshop describes the art form
oning with the reality that human beings were notthat emerged from I§tubah design: “Richly deco
living up to their promises to love and protect eachrated Ketubot can be found in the great museums
other. of the world from [rsia, Italy Turkey and even the
The ketubah affirmed the power of a written con- United States. The design of aekubah would often
tract. The act of signing the contract sought to pre reflect the style of the times, and could include sym-
vent future problems. In the presence of two witbols of the country such as flags or crowns. Jewish
nesses and the rabbi, the groom was forced to-re symbols were also prevalent—the lions of Judah can
linquish any fantasies of taking financial advantageoften be seen in historical ketubot as well as He
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brew calligraphy in stylized forms. The IChayim Ketubah is a Ketubah that contracts
“Modern Ketubah texts have followed social con- parents and children to each other in safetpve,
vention in creating equality between Bride andand good communication. Its text states the pledge
Groom in terms the exchange of vows. Some textsf the teen to never drive drunk or enter a vehicle
duplicate the wording for each spouse and otherswith a drunk driverFurthermore, it holds parents to
simply leave out all monetary consideration. Somethese same rules: They pledge to be responsible
rabbis allow the couple to add to the text or to de with alcohol. Both parents and teens promise to do
vise their own texts. This practice keeps with a tradeverything in their power to prevent others from driv-
tion in which a ketubah would include family his ing drunk or being passengers in the car of an in-
tory, achievement and lineage as part of the de toxicated driver Like the ancient original, our
sign. In general, as all Jewish ritual has evolved tadketubah is a contract that binds both parties to ethi-
suit the times, so too has thedtubah evolved in cal behavior It is our hope that these &ubahs will
text and design. save lives, educate and encourage families to work
“The practice of commissioning custom ketubottogether to meet this crisis, and honor the memory
came into vogue in the 1960’s along with a gen- of the beloved Vinsteins.
eral interest in rediscovering Judaism. Many par Please join us March 24, 2006, at 7:30 p.m.
ents who had printed ketuboth from theaRbi would  During this Shabbat families and children will read
shop with sons or daughters for highly priced origi-and sign their Ketubahs. If your family wants to par
nal works of art. Soon a vast number of prints, someticipate in signing a ktubah, please let me know

in limited editions, began to appear...” Even if you do not actually sign agfubah, we would
love for you to be present for the evening as our
The Need For The L 'Chayim Ketubah witnesses. The children of the Birmingharmniple

On May 3, 2005, Sam, Alex, and Judy Winstein are our children. et them be safe.’Chayim!q
were ambushed by a drunk driver who struck their
car and killed them. Sam, Alex, and Judy were mem- SHERWIN WINE
bers of our temple familyAlong with their father Continued from Bge 5
and husband Garywe continue to grieve each day who left Likud to join Sharon. The third is Shimon
| began thinking about the Ktubah in light of drunk ~ Peres, the “eternal” labor aspirant for supreme
driving, our children, and our temple familyWwhy  power who left his own party to join Sharon. All
not use the Jewish form of adfubah and write a three have problems. Olmert is less than charis
new text that is another kind of social contract? Why matic. Livni is too newAnd Reres is too old and too
not create a new Ktubah that children and their compromised with his reputation for losing
parents would sign before all of us in a Jewish con-  What would be the best resolution of the present
gregation? confusion? Sharois attempt to create a Center party
| telephoned the operators of my favoriteskubah  that can mobilize the moderate voters of Israel needs
site on the Internet. | explained my idea to the rep to succeed. These moderates represent the majority
resentative on the telephone. He thought it was a of the Israeli public. These are the voters who are
wonderful idea and he agreed to print thed€ubahs  willing to accept a Rlestinian state and who are
for us. The children in the youth group chose the willing to make concessions that do not compro
design they liked the best from 50 or so pieces of mise security and do not abandon the largesteat
art, and we were off! The following week the chil- Bank Jewish settlements. Whether Olmert, Livni,
dren in grades 8-12 wrote the text with me. They Reres or some other political figure is the leader is
agreed to every word. And the words were their veryirrelevant. The present political party structure di-
own. The Ketubah project became ourikkun Olam,  vides moderates and gives power to the extremists.
our repairing of the world. It became our attemptto A new Center Brty in alliance with labor, is the
do whatever we can to prevent more death, more only path to achieving some level of peace.
loss, and more pain. Along the waynegotiations may have to replace
Like the rabbis 2,000 years ago, we have come the unilateral action style of Sharon. Along the way
face to face with a tragic realitfWhen some mem-  the Rilestinians will need to find the means to disci-
bers of a society act without honor and integtigll  pline their extremists. And, along the wdlie Ameri-
are at risk. When some members of a society-be can government needs to apply firm pressure on
have recklessly and without regard for the conse both sides to achieve some level of peace.
guences of their actions, all are at risk. Like the If the extremist Sharon could become the leader
Ketubah that evolved 2,000 years ago, The of the moderates, then, perhaps, another “miracle”
LChayim KetubaH is a response to crisis. It is our is possible. The party he founded will achieve its
attempt to save lives. goals without himg
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JUDITH FREUND

Notes From the Ex ecutive Director

A Glimpse of My Father

| am taking this opportunity to express my heartfelboth horses were peacefully nibbling the sparse

gratitude to our wonderful and loving temple fam- grass and, as usual, | was admiring their great size

ily. The outpouring of support during this difficult and apparent strength. They came close enough so

time, the loss of my fathehas been extremely heart that | could almost pick one of the hairs on their* | was ter rified
warming The grieving process is a difficult, but im- tails. | put my head through the wrought iron pickety, find that |
portant, part of healing Recently | was organizing fence the better to see them, but they shied awaycould not. no
some of my dad’s personal writings and came acrossVhen | attempted to withdraw my head, | was terri- ’
an incredible memoir of his childhood in Brooklyn, fied to find that | could not, no matter how | struggled, matter how |
New York in the early 1900s. | wish to share one of get my head back out. str uggled, get
his stories with you, to give you a glimpse into life in - Twisting and turningbut making no headwayl my head out of
New York at the turn of the century from the point of finally began to scream for help. Out came the po tha fence .”

view of a little boy lice, my motherand several of my sisters and broth-
XX ers, but no one could dislodge me. One of the po .
Excerpt from Ten Years of Childhood Memories: licemen then called the fire department. Just as 1JUd'th Freund
New York: 1910-1920" by Bernard Davis. had resigned myself to a life of imprisonment withifEXecutive Director
My earliest recollec- the picket fence, two
tion is of a day when | firemen, using a jack,
was about five years spread apart the two
old. My family parents bars between which
and 10 children, of my head lay and |
whom | was eighth, was released to my
lived on the ground great, if shortlived,
floor of a tenement joy, which ended with
house adjoining a pe a spanking that |
lice station in would not soon forget.
Williamsburg Brook Many vyears
lyn. The station house later, | revisited the
had a wing containing scene of my terror and
prison cells facing the was astounded to find
bedroom occupied by the lawn, which | had
my three brothers and remembered as being
myself On many a a great expanse, and
late Saturday night, | the fence as being sky
would be awakened high, had both shrunk
by the shouts and to realistic size—but
noises emanating the two bars of the
from the cells tempe iron fence were still
rarily inhabited by spread apart, a grisly
drunks and others who reminder of my child-
found themselves un- hood adventure...
willing guests of our coe
police neighbors. I will miss my father
The station house greatly However his
also had a front lawn memory lives on
on which grazed two through all of the in-
horses who, at times, credible stories that he
used to draw the sta- told. Wishing you all
tion wagon on police a happy healthy and
business. safe New ¥ar filled
On this particular with your own adven-
day in my fifth year Bernard and Ruth Davis, 1924. tures.
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WHO'S NEW

Welcoming New Birmingham T  emple Members

By Blue Blustein

Continuing where we left off last month, | shall in-pleasure of their companySue is a research direc-
troduce some more new additions to our templetor and Everett might have something in common
family, with Earl Cheresh, as he is a pharmacy supervisor

We welcome nowEarland Lee Cheresh.and if We also welcomeJoel Goldbergand Elizabeth
the name sounds familiarit is. They are brother Hoyle Goldberg Both are educators as well as
and sistetin-law to our own Joyce Cheresh. Earl isfriends of our own Broida familyThey joined the
retired from the retail drug business and makes aemple family in October of this year because of
hobby of photography while lee is an active an- their appreciation of the philosophy of humanistic
tigues dealer They joined the temple family on Judaism. Joelis retired but Elizabeth keeps on teach-
November 2 of last year and should prove to be aning. They enjoy travelingmodel railroading cook-
interesting couple to know ing and amateur radio.

Another notable new family member iNancy Last August we had the pleasure of welcoming
Reshkin Nancy, a medical photographer with an Andrewand Elizabeth Cookto our family along
office in Detroit, came to us via the Internet. Shewith their children,Riley 3, and Ellison, 1.Eliza-
attended Rbbi Wine’s class and decided, in July of beth teaches and Andrew is the sales manager of
this yearto become more of a participant. Nancy Cook Imports. They were quite interested in our
enjoys reading and dabbles in bead work and ee philosophy and the preschool. The Cooks are avid
ramics. travelers and like to read and relax with their chil-

And we certainly do not want to forgeEverett dren.
and Susan Cronizegnd their two lovely children,  Fnally, a reminder to all of you new members
Evan, 7,and Emily 10. They became members of who have not yet responded to my permission form:
the temple family in Septembeand when they areit  Please get to it...the congregation is anxious to meet
skiing skating or reading I'm sure we will have the all of you! q

Birmingham TempIeLI Memoir
Night at the Jewish Writers,
Ensemble Theatre Mark Y our

| | | - Calendars!
Enjoy great evenings of theater with other Birmingham
Temple members! Evening includes:
Dinner prior to the show The next meetings will be:
Coffee and dessert at someone’s home after the Feb 11
show €.
and
2006 productions: March 11

Brooklyn Boy by Donald Margulies, Feb. 25 t the temol
Coming of Age by Kitty Dubin, May 6 at the temple.
If you are not already on the group distribution list, please If you've ever thought about
contact Jerry Lieberman, 248-737-4356, or glieberman@ putting your life experiences
d_eC|S|onstrateg|es.c_om for further information or to be _notl- on paper, please join us for
fied about the evening plans. Make your own reservations, .
either for the season or for single tickets, at the JET box of- these meetings!
fice: 248-788-2900.
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MEMOIR

Life Stories from the Memoir W riters

| Will R emember Them

By Blue Blustein | must saythis memorial service that we attend
The sun shone brightly but the temperature hovere@very year has a real healing effect, and the wall is
in the 50s, so it was still jacket weather as we gath-a very strong reminder of the dear friends and lov-
ered in the temple garden for our annuald®h ing family who have been taken from us, but not
Hashanah memorial service. lost to our memories.

We find the names of our loved ones on the Joyce and | always leave the garden sad yet
Wall of Remembrance; place a stone atop the wall buoyed-up by the fond memories of our years with

signifying that we have visited; and then gently touctghirley Blustein and Marvin Cheresh, and the hap
our fingertips to our lips and then on the name. It ispiness we have found with each other

a simple gesture of undying love, one we have prac- May the memories of the good people who have
ticed for years, each time we visit Shirley and Marvinpreceded us always be with ws.

Rabbi Kolton set the service in motion with a few
words of welcome to all of us and asked the first
reader to begin. The readers’ audieneparticipat |
ing segments were followed by songs, and finishe
with the rabbi’s reading of the names of the Iatesj H E L P WANTE D
departed...some members and some their families : .

We were then asked to stand and say aloud thd Th€ &wish Humanist needsuy If you

2006

ENTERTAINMENT
name of the person we are there to memorialize, have eperienced with editingage BOOKS ARE
after which Rbbi Kolton presented a beautiful ser . AVAILABLE IN
mon designed to remind us of the realities of life layout (RgeMaler &perience stndy THE BIRMING -
and death. Then we formed a large circle and, hold- preferred),or proofreadingplease HAM TEMPLE
ing hands, sang Ayd0-0-Re, “Where is my light?” q .

The service ended with an invitation to enter the contact dnniker d the temple dice: FRONT OFFICE
temple and partake of some refreshments, as is th 248-477-1410. FOR $30.
custom.

Daniel Gaber
Piano T uning & Repair

Complete Piano Ser vice
Over 25 years Experience

248-459-9342
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-TALK OF THE TEMPLE
Our Blue-Statesiinple

by Rick Brida

At a recent meeting of the Birminghanemple Board of Tust promise must be our goal? Everything now is absolutesdR
ees, Pesident Judy Bobrow shared a provocative letter from atates, blue states. I'm right, y&re wrong. Bush is a boob.
temple member (Okay, everyone thinks that, right? No? Soymny bad.)

This member expressed disapproval over the-lgiihg lean- President Bush obviously recognized all this animus whep
ings of the temple’s programs, invited speakers and everydaypon accepting his “mandate from the people,” he promised
politics. The words “extreme” and “unbalanced” featured promi-to heal the wounds, reunite the counfrgnd, if ’'m remem-
nently bering correctlybuy everyone a Coke.

| don't know what went through the minds of my fellow board See? What started out as a serious column has devolved
members, but | felt a mixture of surprise, curiosity and, | mugto Bush-bashingl cant help it. The guy makes my blood
admit, irritation. boil. What | find ironic is that Democrats seem to get vilified

In the brief discussion that followed, one board member sugfor lashing out at Bush and the épublican party but when
gested that Humanistic Jews are, by definition, {kfaning.  Bill Clinton got caught in a relatively harmless lie (seems pretfy
Another cited an instance where a temple member had beeminor compared with invading a whole country against the
driven to tears over the derogatory anteBublican comments world’s wishes), we had to endure an endless barrage of v
made by another memberAnd a third suggested that temple cious attacks. | dott like the double standard.
members could do with somediversity training Now, at this point yotre probably thinking one of two

Whoa. things: “Right on!” or “Who let this guy loose with a word

It's one thing to hold programs that reflect both sides of theprocessor?” But it doeshmatter because its just my opin-
political spectrum, but | dot think it's the temple’s place to ion. I'm entitled to it, and I'm entitled to express itod don't
train anyone how to act, think or behave. AiBay-night sermon have to agree with it. u don't have to like it. But as long as
devoted to respecting others’ opinions? Sure, | can get behintldon't insult your mother or challenge your intelligence be
that. But lets be careful not to let our beloved temple becomecause of your political leanings, you have to respect it. I, i
a mirror of our countrys messed-up political landscape. turn, have to respecyouropinions and beliefs. Thas my job

Even with the 2004 presidential election more than a yeaas a Humanist and, | would argue, a Jew
behind us, a “we versus thehmentality still pervades the coun-  Can we not have this discourse? Have we become so hype
try. I've never seen anything like it. There’s still so much bittesensitive and so attuned to political correctness that free spee¢h
ness and animosityso much headshaking and eyerolling. So must devolve into cautious speech? | hope not. It would b
much incredulity: “I dort understand howanyone could be a the ultimate irony if we, the minority among minorities, found

I” (Fill in the party of your choice.) ourselves divided over something as silly as politics. In tHe

How did we get so divided? Why is there no longer a middleend, we're all on the same side.

ground, a belief that even though we vehemently disagree, com-

=

\1”2

The Birmingham @mple School Resents

ATribut eto
Broadw ay

Come and enjoy our talented temple
school kids as they perform songs from
popular musicals includingAnnie, Beauty
and the Beast, A Chorus Linand Rent

Frida y, Feb. 1 0, 7:30 p.m.

This performance is dedicated to the memories of
Sam and Alex Winstein.
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WHAT'S NEW

News, Events, Etc.

Dr. Adolfo R oitman Coming to

Birmingham T emple

Noted speaker Dr Adolfo
ference at the Birmingham
topic will be “From Serpent to
the concept of evil in Judaism.”
Dead Sea Scrolls and the Bardkhba Cave of let
ters materials.
will be as follows:

Ancient Near East and in \0fld Religions.”

Saturday Morning:“Satan and Demons in the EVENT
Roitman will host a weekend con- Bible and in the Ancient Near East.”

Saturday Afternoon:Satan and Demons in Sec-

Temple from February 3-5. His ond Temple Judaism.”

Sunday Morning:From Serpent to Satan in Jew

Satan: A unique exploration of ish and Christian Literature and Art.”

Members can attend the entire weekend for $50,

Roitman is the second curator at the Shrine ofor just the Fiday night lecture for $20. The non-
the Book, which houses Israel's collection of thenember rates are $60 and $25, respectivelpunch
is available on Saturday for $15.

To find out more about this exciting conference,
The four segments of DRoitman's presentation contact the Birminghamé@mple front office at 248-
477-1410. Don’t miss your chance to see this amaz-
Friday: “ The Serpent of &adise in the Bible, the ing speaker!

What:
Adolfo Poitman

When:
Feb. 3, 8 p.m.

Feb.4,10a.m;
1:30 p.m.
Feb. 5, 10 a.m.

Where:
At the Emple

Join Rabbi Kolton and the
Detroit Jewish community for SAJE

Seminars in Adult
Jewish Enrichment

What: The BImud: History Humanism, and
Heart

When: March 16, 23 and 30, 7-8 p.m.

Where: JCC West Bloomfield

What was the historical setting in which thalT
mud emerged? Why did Judah HaNasi believ

that without a €mple the Jews would survive only

if they had a @lmud? What did our sages believe
about human nature, lawbusiness, Jewish plural
ism and ingenuity? dday, 2,000 years latey how
can this work be relevant?

This class will be an exciting and interactive expl
ration of Talmud. We will discuss Mishnah and
Midrash. You will come to understand and appre
ciate Blmud in a way that you never imagined

All materials will be in English and the class will be
accessible to new as well as seasoned studentq.

v

U

Travel and learn with Sherwin.Wine
Come see the world with his impassioned clarity

Historic Charleston

April 7-9, 2006
This is a land of historythe home of Rvolutionary states
men. We will explore this charmingtimeless cityview its
historic architectural splendor and visit the past with Shery
Wine’s thoughtful and humorous perspective.

n

Tour Includes:
Two nights at the luxurious Charleston Place Hotel; cockt4il
reception; afternoon tea; daily breakfast; boat tour tooFt
Sumter; afternoon at the Middleton Place Plantation; tour gf
the 1838 Beth Elohim synagogue; early morning walks (o;l)
tional); daily lectures; uniquely knowledgeable and insigh
ful tours with Sherwin We; private luxury motorcoach; en-
trance fees and gratuities.

Activity kevel: Easy; some walking
Not included: Airfare, some meals and arrival transfer
BOOKING DEADLINE March 1, 2006

Capacity is limited to 30 travelers. Please register early 1
guarantee a great experience!

O

For reservations, questions and details of terms and
conditions, contact Linda Munson atdyal International
Travel: 248-644-1600.
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Presenters, Entertainers for SHJ Conference
Already “ Outside the Bo X~

Spruce up your dance shoes and get ready to roll to
the rhythms of Klezperanto, April 29, as they dem-
onstrate their own Thinking Outside the Box” at
the 2006 SHJ Conference in Boston.
It's not your grandpés klezmersays The Boston
Globe: “Clarinetist llene Stahl heads up this whirl-
wind of a band, which turns klezmerzydeco,
rockabilly and various other ethnic sounds into a
dance mix so potent it should carry a warning la-
bel.” How’s that for making Saturday night at a
conference less sedentary?
Klezperanto’'s own CD liner says, “If music is a
universal language, then dance music is even more
so because the urge to move to a beat is so primal.
This is the idea behind Klezperanto’s nameidY
dish, with its elements of Hebrew&lavic and Ger
man, was a lingua franca for Jews in the Diaspora.like the Saturday night dance, is open to all con-
Someone from a shtetl in Minsk could converse withvention goers: teens, young adults and even those
a Jew from Vienna, even if they were in Shanghaiof us a little beyond. So I&t be there—or be square!
Dr. Ludwig Zamenhoofa Yiddish-speaking Jew from Visit the SHJ website, call the SHJ office (248-478-
Bialystok, further expanded this idea with the inven7610) and send in your reservation for the SHJ
tion of Esperanto, a pan-European language thatConference 2006 now —Harriet Maza, SHJ editor
he hoped would bring understanding between

people spanning national boundaries and cultural

distinctions. [Now] Klezperanto is the new universa Join in a weekend of

language. The one you speak with your feet.” : : : : CH
“With solid klezmer roots, spectacular technical frlendShlp’ Ieammg’ |nsp|rat|on

virtuosityand a wry sense of humgrthis band will .
“regroove” for conference goers “traditional il SHJ Conference 2006:

dish and Mediterranean melodies with “zydeco, funk, THINKING OUTSIDE THE BOX

cumbia, rockabilly and Fomanian surf’

And if thats not enough to show we’reThinking We've been doing it for more than 40 years
Outside the Box,” consider ourrielay night speaker i

Joshua Neuman, editor of HEERn “edgy” new Let’'s do it for 40 more. Come, contribute, explore.
and cool Jew Let's envision new ways of doing things that may lead to

ish magazine, growth in ways we have not yet imagined.
will entertain ) )

and inform us April 28-April 30, 2006

about the suc- p f dult dult dt |
cess of his pub rograms for adults, young adults and teens!
lication and Post-conference tour April 30-May 1.
what its target Royal Sonesta Hotel Boston
audience of Cambridge, Massachusetts
unaffiliated,

young adult Hosted by Kahal B'raira Congregation

Jews is search- For further information, contact
ing for. This Fi-

day night, Apri SHJ Executive Director _Bonnie Qousens
28, program, at 248-478-7610 or info@shj.org.
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SCHOOL NEWS

Temple School is Cool

Inside Our Bar and Bat Mitzvah Program

Have you ever wondered about the bar and batmandment, but rather §ood deed.” The Humanis
mitzvah program at the Birminghamemple? tic ceremony encourages children to develop a sense
The bar and bat mitzvah are Jewish rites of pasof their own values, dreams and aspirations.
sage that celebrate the coming of age for Jewish In a Humanistic Jewish community the child en-
boys and girls. In ancient times the bar mitzvah wagjages in a course of study with a mentor from the
a puberty rite having to do with circumcision. Thecongregation. The student chooses a hero out of
practice of calling a 13-yeatold boy to the Brah Jewish history that represents his or her values. The
began in the fourteenth centuryhe first bat mitzvah hero is a figure that inspires students to think about
took place in the United States in 1921. their lives and future. Some examples of heroes that ]
Historically the ceremony has been a time for mitzvah students have chosen are: Albert Einsteifxébecca Smith
Jews to welcome children into the Jewish commuSigmund Feud, Ann Fank, Simon Wesenthal, Fincipal
nity and to call upon them to be responsible for Beverly Sills, ®Rh BaderGinsburg and George

their Jewish identityrabbinic Judaism believed that Gershwin. The child re
this age was the time when children were required searches this persasilife with SAVE THE
to observe divine commandments, and to read from the help of a mentor and cre
the Prah. In this context, the Hebrew word "mitzviah ates a presentation that is de DATES!
means “commandment.” livered to the congregation April 28 -

For Humanistic Jews, becoming a bar or bat on the day of the bar/bat
mitzvah means that the child has begun a process mitzvah. During the service || May 1, 2006
of selfexploration and thoughtful participation in the child also reads a piece

Jewish communal life. The of Hebrew literature. The Hu- The SHJ

Birmingham &mple con- manistic congregation supports the child in this pro Conference
gregation involves and hon- cess and encourages self esteem, personal respory  and T een/
ors families from a variety sibility and a sense of universal ethics. Young Adult
of backgrounds and needs.  Please join us in celebration of our studésti-
Our bar and bat mitzvahs day-night bar and bat mitzvahs: Conclave,

are unique. They inspire  « April 28, 2006 with Bethany Schreier Boston, MA
children to become good » May 26, 2006 with Davis Trapp

people while embracing  June 2, 2006 with Alexandra buk Hosted by

their roots and heritage. The < September 29, 2006 with Zoe Gaber Kahal
purpose of the mitzvah celebration, as well as all « October 13, 2006 with Annie Linden B'raira
education for Humanistic Jews, is to educate rather + October 27, 2006 with Rachel Kaltenbach _ .
then indoctrinate. As a result, it is our hope that our » November 10, 2006 with Sydney Hirsch Mofre 'rr]‘format'on
children will live lives of kindness, courage and dig  Support your temple family while learning about orthcoming - .

. o . - Or call the SHJ at

nity. heroic figures such asd®ricia Rilacco, Golda Meir, 248-478-7610.

For Humanistic Jews, mitzvah means not com-Bob Geldof Lillian Wald and Zivia lubetkin.

2005-2006 SCHOOL YEAR CLASS SCHEDULE

Sunday School Tuesday School Wednesday School
9:30 a.m. - Noon 4:30 - 6 p.m. (7 ' grade stays 4:30 - 6:30 p.m. (youth
February 5, 12* for dinner through 7 p.m.) group stays for dinner

March 5*, 12, 19, 26 February 7, 14, 28 through 7 p.m.)
April 2, 9*, 30* March 7, 14, 21,28 February 1,8,15
May 7, 21* April 4, 11, 25 March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

April 5, 12, 26
May 3, 10, 17

*Denotes Preschool Class May 2, 9,16
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Odds and Ends...

The Family of Kids s
planning a sledding event,
weather permitting on
Sunday February 12, im-
mediately following Sunday
School. Bring your sleds
and warm clothes!

The Parent and Me Playgroup meets every
Wednesday at the temple
from 3-4 p.m. Children
ages 3 months to 3 years sun., b. 5
are welcome. RSVP to theSun., rb. 12
temple office: 248-477-

1410.

Dinner Club s in full swing Our first and second
intimate dinners at members homes were held on
December 10 and January 7Meeting old and new sun., kb. 19
temple friends at Dinner Club is always interestjngSun_' rb. 26
Each dinner blends a different mix of personalitiesslm_' March 5
engaging in lively conversation. It is always fun to
see what delicacy each member will bring to com-
plete the menu the host plans.

There is one remaining dinner scheduled for

NEED A BABYSITTER FOR SHABBAT?

If you are in need of a babysitter to attend
Fiday night Shabbat services, contact
Rebecca Smith at least 72 hours before the

service. Babysitting is available eachiday
evening during Shabbat services. Call 248-
477-1410, ext. 209

temple members. Here’s the schedule of upcoming
events, all of which begin at 10 a.m. and are held
in the temple library:

To Be Determined

“Meet the Mitzvahs.” V& will
have a panel of recent bar and
bat mitzvah celebrants from the
Birmingham €mple, who will be
available to answer questions
and share insights regarding
their experiences.

No Sunday School

No Sunday School

“Insuring Your Future” with
Noreen Zimmer & Jefféibowitz.
They will discuss lorterm care,
the new Medicare bill, and ap
propriate life insurance.

March 11. We will conclude the season with our Remaining March dates TBD

annual Shabbat Dinner and Service dvlay 5, with
the Reading Circle. Mark your calendars so that you
will be able to join us. The eventis open to all temple
members; this is a great way for new members to
become acquainted with our temple familyf you
have any questions please feel free to call Carol

Gorosh at 248-738-2274.

The nexinner P ath meeting  will be held Sun-
day, Feb. 26, at 11 a.m. The topic: Being creative
in one’s mind with the experience of “otherness” in
one’s mind. We are meeting at the home of Joel
Brown and Nancy Bet, 6644 Vachon Court, in
Bloomfield Dwnship. Light refreshments will be
served. Br information or directions, call Joel Brown
at 248-855-1472 or 248-350-3400, ext. 118.

Looking for a fun and informative way to spend your
Sunday mornings? Come to thBunday Forums
(formerly amily Club)! learn about interesting sub
jects and engage in lively conversations with fellow

Marilyris Vorld
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SHABBA T CALEND AR

Celebrations for Feb./Mar . 2006

*All services begin at 8 p.m. unless otherwise noted

February 3

FROM SERPENT TO SA TAN
Dr. Adolfo Foitman

Join Dr Roitman as he explores the concept of evil in Judaism
Dr. Roitman is a renowned Jewish historian. Born in Argentina

he has lived in Israel for more than twenty yearsrREhe past

cans. Cultural disparities are too great. A new multicultural-so

cial model is needed. If it does not emerge chaos will ensue.
The is an English, German, Italian and Spanish problem as
well.

February 24

decade Dr Roitman has been the director of the Shrine of theA TU B 'SHV AT SEDER
Book Museum, which houses the oldest and most famous docuRabbi Kolton

ments from the Jewishait.

Schedule of Events:
Fiday, 8 p.m.

Several hundred years ago theakibalists introduced a special
way of celebrating f Bshvat. They would hold a Seder in which
each food represented a quality that exists in nature. Through
the eating of the first fruits that appear on the trees in Israel,

The Serpent of &adise in the Bible, the Ancient Near East and they connected with the trees and each other

World Religions

Saturday 10 a.m.

Satan and Demons in the Bible and in the Ancient Near East
Saturday 1:30 p.m.

Satan and Demons in Seconcemple Judaism

Sunday 10 a.m.

From Serpent to Satan in Jewish and Christian Literature and
Art

Frices:
Members: $20 Fiday night; $50 Entire weekend
Non-Members: $25 Fiday night; $60 Entire weekend

February 10
“A TRIBUTE TO BRO ADWAY-:

THE UNIQUE JEWISH CONTRIBUTION”
Rabbi Kolton

Service begins at 7:30 p.m.
The children in our school, ages 4-17 years, ha .

worked hard on preparing a grand performance for

It is now a custom at The Birminghaneple to hold such a
Seder Join us and partake in eating carob, strawberries, dates,
walnuts, and olives. Chocolateovered raisins have been known
to make an appearance at these Sederblature will be the
theme of the service.

March 3
HUMANISM AND SPIRITU ALITY: HOW ARE

THEY COMPATIBLE?
Barbara Kpitz, Madrikha
Can a humanist follow a spiritual path?wio of our members
who say “yes,” Barbara 8pitz and Judith Goren, will talk about
ways they have integrated both positions into their own lives.
Informal discussion will follow

Barbara kopitz is a designercolumnist, Madrikha and au-
thor of “Morning Meditations: Daily Meditations for Spiritual
Humanists.”

Judith Goren, Ph.0 is a humanistic/transpersonal psycholo
gist and poet, and author of The ho of Awakening” Signed
copies of the books will be available for purchase.

The Birmingham @mple. During this Shabbat they will sing songs
from popular Broadway shows, all written or directed by Jews\larch 10

and discuss the works of these creative individuals.
This is an evening not to be missedolY will be delighted by

THE GREAT PURIM P ARTY!
Rabbi Tamara Kolton

the sound of the children singingdancing, and telling the story Service begins at 7:30 p.m
of Jewish composers. @would love for you to come celebrate £, ., yearwe have a.n incréd-.

with us! Creativity will be the theme of the service.

February 17

MUSLIMS IN EUROPE : A PERSONAL
EXPERIENCE

Rabbi Wine

Rabbi Wine spent his winter break inr&nce. The riots in &is
and other Fench cities are still fresh in the public mind. TheeRch

ible celebration of Brim for
children and families. Our
Temple is transformed into
a great palace from the &nd

of Shushan. In our palace
there are court jesters lead-
ing the party This year we will
watch a show from a profes

model of assimilating immigrants and transforming them intoSional magician and his rab
secular Fench citizens is breaking down. What worked with theits! Listen to the Megilah
Jews and Armenians is not working with the Arabs and the Afreing read aloud and join
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If you need a

us for games and prizes. Please wear a costume and join us for ride to T emple for

some fun!Joywill be the theme of the service. Shabbat or other
events, please call
March 17 Debra W eisman at
THE ISRAELI ELECTION 248-593-1272
Rabbi Sherwin Wihe or e -mail her at
Reace in the Middle East is one of the high priorities for anybody onthelak e329@

interested in world stabilityror us Jews it is also essential to the
long-run survival of the Jewish State. The March election in Israel
will partially determine whether peace will be possible. The-sur
prise and shock of Sharda disability left the Israeli political scene
in confusion and turmoil. Who is the likely victor of the March
Election? Wi the Sharon initiative continue? In what way has the MOND AY FORUMS
Israeli political structure been permanently altered? Who are theContinued from P age 18

yahoo.com.

rising new leaders? fundamentalists were generally poor and badly organized. But,
in recent years, prosperity and education have turned them into
March 24 a formidable political force allied with the &ublican Rrty
THE 'CHAYIM KETUBAH PROJECT Appalled by the social changes of the last forty years and-sus
Rabbi Tamara Kolton 4 picious of foreigners, they are eager to restore an America that

The Birmingham @mple is launching a very special project. In has ceased to exist.

cooperation with MADDwe are using the traditional form of the

Ketubah as a document that binds families to responsible behav-March 20

ior with alcohol. It is our hope that our &ubah project will save DEBUNKING THE “SCIENCE” OF
lives, educate and encourage families to work togethend send  NUTRITION

a message of love and responsibility to the communityis our

) . o o . Presentation by T . Colin Campbell, Ph.D
way of addressing the crisis of drinking and driving in our Soc'etyCampbell is author ofThe China Study: Startling Implications
while honoring the memory of the beloved &ihstein family

. : . . . for Diet, Weight loss and long-Term Health which was
. During this Shabbat family service, we will rgad alou_d ang recognized by theNew York Timesfor presenting the most
sign tthe LChay'T“ Keéubah_.?. Ple?jse ]O,ln u:: t(ﬁ W|'Fnessﬂtir;)|shmo comprehensive study of health and nutrition ever conducted,
mentous occasion. Even It you do not actually sign @ttoan, - i, resyits that challenge “much of American dietary dogma.”
we would love for you to be present for the evening as our-wit

. o . Dr. Campbell is the Jacob Gould Schurmanréfessor Emeri-

nesses. The children of The Birminghaerple are our children. o ; g ‘ . o
> tus of Nutritional Biochemistry at Cornell University; recipient

Let them be safe.Reverence for Lifewill be the theme of the y L I ISy versty P!

. of more than 70 grantyears of peetreviewed research fund-
service. ing; and author of more than 300 research papers. He reports
that health depends on diet, and presents clear scientific evi-
March 31 dence on exactly what to eat for good health.

THE 150 ™ BIRTHD AY OF SIGMUND

FREUD: A CELEBRATION OF PSYCHOLOG Y March 27

Rabbi Tamara Kolton LIBERTARIANS : RADICAL FREEDOM ON
If Feud were alive today he would be 150 years old. In order to CONSERVATISM

honor him and to link us with other Humanistic congregations in presentation by Rabbi W  ine

North America, The Society for Humanistic Judaism is encouragn the nineteenth centurynost liberals were Libertarians. They
ing all the congregations to celebrate this legendary Humanist. \yanted to remove the government from interfering with busi-
During this special evening we will honor all the professionalSpess and life style. But in the Depression, most liberals em-
in our congregation who practice a form of psychologieflect  praced the necessity of the welfare state. The Libertarians were
ing on their work and the principles that guide them as profes ravived by the teachings of the philosopher AyarRd, who
sionals, three members of our congregation will speak on theemphasized self-reliance and denounced government altruism.
topic, “Three Great Ideas That Guide My ®k.” If you are a  Tpeijr economic position is now labeled conservative and their

psychologist, social workecounselor or psychiatrist, please at |ifestyle attitude is now labeled liberal. Some support a Liber
tend so that we can honor youEmpathywill be the theme of the tarian party Most are Rpublicans.

service.
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BIRMINGHAM TEMPLE FORUMS

Globalization

The global economy has taken over the world. Thergyrants looking for jobs add racism to the new poverty
is no way to escape it. It is transforming our planet

E VENT

beyond anything we could have possibly imagined February 20 What:
February 6 Presentation by Rabbi W ine Temple Forums
GLOBAL AMERICA Japan began the Asian economic miracle. China,

Presentation by Rabbi W ine South Krea and India are continuing this amazing JRYYial=lak

Thomas iedman speaks of the flattening” of the triumph. Billions of dollars of foreign and domestic
world in a global economyAs international corpe investment have been poured into these countrie
rations maximize their profits and stay competitivao exploit the huge reservoirs of cheap labdbkyo,
by moving to cheap labor anywhere in the world, Shanghai, Seoul and Bombay have emerged aJRARIMEYS LN
developed nations decline and underdeveloped na-“star’ centers of the new economysince political [NIE{ORF:1se 24

Mondays, [eb.
6, 13, 20, and

tions rise. America and especially Detroit are nowand military power follow economic powegircon- 8 p.m.

experiencing the dramatic effects of thédttening”  frontations with America and Europe are inevitable

Globalization, which we invented, has turned out Price:

to be far more problematic than we imagined. February 27 Members: Fee
GLOBAL LA TIN AMERICA Non-Members:

February 13 Presentation by Rabbi W ine $8

GLOBAL EUROPE The story of atin America has been a continuous

Presentation by Rabbi W ine story of poverty and the painful dichotomy between

The expanding European Union imagined that, withthe reactionary rich and the poorBut things are
the fall of Communism and with the decreasingchanging rapidly Mexico and Brazil are rising as
dependence on America, it would rise to becomeeconomic powers. Brazil, in particulanow sees i
one of the great powers of the world. But realityself as a mater nation with vast resources and a
intruded. The economic miracles of the past havecompetitive labor force that will plantdtin America
been replaced by the economic crises of the presentfirmly on the international stage. But there are many
An aging affluent societywith expensive labocan- problems. Birth control is sporadic. Education is
not easily compete with the cheap labor and cheapweak. Ricism is strong The path to global recog
brainpower of Asia. And millions of Muslim immi- nition is not easy

\Y A R C H
Political Controversy in America

Two political ideologies have achieved great politi- Neo-Cons started out as either liberals or socialists

cal power in the last five years. Understanding theiend moved rightward because of the communist

vision and their leadership is important to dealingthreat or because of the excesses of the Sixties. They

with their power are the visionaries of a unilateral and global Ameri-
can foreign policy

March 6
NEO - CONSERVATIVES March 13
Presentation by Rabbi W ine CHRISTIAN NA TIONALISTS

The Republican intellectuals that promoted the Presentation by Rabbi W  ine

American invasion of Irag belong to a powerful Historic conservatism had its roots in religion and
political force called NeaConservatives. Unlike the patriotism, in the Church and the Armyot only
traditional economic conservatives who have deepthe rich and the powerful, but also devout peasants
roots in the Rpublican partyand unlike the social and workers filled it ranks. In America,rétestant
conservatives who promote a religious agenda, the Continued on P age 17
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REMEMBRANCES

February
Birthdays

Marc Aisen

Leon Fogel
Michael Mirer
Esther Milan
Ann Sipher
Arthur Rose
Debra Rowe
Patricia Becker
Shelley Pinkney
Sean Kerman
Jeremy Goldman
Fraida Stillwater
Willa Walker
Roman Kuchersky
Shaina Liberson
Shawna Small
Sherri Green

Jim Grossman
Julie Finn

Robert Goren
Laura Komjathy
Jordyn Madison Ingber
Andrew Jacob
James Jacobs
Noah Bremen
Bergie Maza
Stacy Mingus
Arnold Citron
Julia Waldman
Elizabeth Cook
Merrill Miller
Marcia Mumbrue
Cathy Radner
Janice Rosenhaus
Shirley Gotthelf
Skip Rosenthal
Sophia Herbst
Mike Pinkney

2/1
2/1
2/1
2/2
2/2
2/3
2/3
2/4
2/4
2/5
2/6
217
2/8
2/9
2/9
2/9
2/10
2/10
2/11
2/11
2/11
2/12
2/12
2/12
2/13
2/13
2/13
2/14
2/14
2/15
2/15
2/15
2/15
2/15
2/16
2/16
2/17
2/17

Tarin Gitlin 2/21
Laura Kamienny 2/21
Laurie Evans 2/22
Nicole Lieberman 2/22
Mark Luria 2/22
Sherlyn Scott 2/22
Kate Ben-Ami 2/23
Ann Black 2/23
Elaine Gluckman 2/23
Helen Husid 2/23
Carol Klein 2/23
Naomi Schreier 2/23
Liza Wade 2/23
Dave Pinkney 2/24
Sue Cronizer 2/25
Michael Jerris 2/25
Michael Jerris 2/25
Inez Klimist 2/25
Josette Silver 2/25
John P. Wiggins 2/25
Edna Freier 2/26
Bruce Goldman 2/26
Todd Shanker 2/27
Hannah Rose Wedepohl 2/27
Ari Kresch 2/28
Rachel Luria 2/28
Gerald Primak 2/28
Donald Sugerman 2/28

GREAT GIFTS ARE
WAITING AT THE
BIRMINGHAM  TEMPLE
GIFT SPOT BOUTIQUE !

Graduation « Bar &
Bat Mitzvah
Wedding * Hostess

Support the T emple:
Mak e the Boutique
Your #1 Gift Shop!

Open during regular
Temple office hours, F riday
nights, and T emple events

February Memorials

William Adelson
Henry Arking
Herman Becker
Samuel Bloch

Dora Blum

Annette Borovitz
Ann Coburn

Gig Cohen

Melvin J. Cohen
Morris Phillip Cohen
Regina Winshall Dach
Anna Denenberg
Charles Driker
Dorothy Feinberg
Jennie Fenton

Elsie Fleischer
Samuel Forman
Mae Fox

Margeret Frank
Onya Freeman
Morris Friedlander
Anna Frisch

William Ginsberg
Harold Gold

Reka Goldstein
Abraham Gotthelf
Joseph Sol Greenberg
Harry Gross

Bernice Lask

Louis Lasky
Matthew Leiter
Stanley Liebowitz
Barbara Lipshutz
Max Luria

Leo Mandell
Madeline Mandell
Eli Master
Gertrude Maza
Rose Miller

Mollie Mirbach
Anna Musser

H. William Perlman
Edward Primak
Evelyn Primak
Joseph Radner
Harold T. Rattner
Jack Rothberg
Lawrence Rubinstein
Marion Sandler
Jacob Satanovsky
David Schiff
Herman Schneider
Emmaline Schroeder
Harry Shumaker
Morton Siegel
Jerome Silberman

Sophie Gibbs HoffmanAnn Sill

Abram Holland
Gertrude Hutt
Robert Isgut
Anna Kane
Joseph Kane
Fran Kaplan
Manny Katman
Gertrude Kaufman
Libby Kessler
Melvin Kolbert
Rebecca Kravitz

Bernard Sill
Fern Solomon
Charlotte Stein
Moses Stein
Miriam Stillwater
Gertrude Stuart
Sylvia Wagner
Esther Waldman
Fajga Wancjer
William Wolfe
Abraham Young

February

Anniversaries

David M. Finkel & Amanda Good 2/3
Mitchell & Carol Klein 2/5
Sheldon & Floreen Halpern 2/8
Norman & Barbara Gross 2/9
Lorraine & Ben Pivnick 2/10
Edward & Barbara Klarman 2/12
Alexis & Gavin Levin 2/28
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TRIBUTES

February , 2006

Birmingham T emple T ributes provide a meaningful way to acknowledge a

simcha or mitzvah or honor the memory of a friend or loved one. T
, the contributee and the temple. If you need

benefit everyone—the contributor

more handy tribute envelopes, call Jennifer W

Rabbi Kolton Discretionary Fund
In Honor of Dr. Lawrence Kron's

ributes

icker at 248-477-1410.

Libby and Jerry Sherbin
In Honor of Norman Gross’'80" Bir th-

special birthday. From Edith and Edward day. From Libby and Jerry Sherbin

Broida
“Tamara —Thanks for making the

wedding of Sherri and Dan an event not
to be forgotten!!” From Judy Green and

Charles Nave

“Steve —Your knowledge and ‘coolness’

were essential to the success of Sherri
and Dan’s wedding” From Judy Green
and Charles Nave

In Honor of Sarah Brooks’ Bat
Mitzvah. From Irene &in

In Honor of Larry Kron's special
birthday. From Rosalie and Sidney
Young

In Honor of Dr. Larry Kron's 70"
birthday. From Cindy and Hugh
Beckman

“Thank you Rabbi Kolton for your love
and support, and your beautiful part of
my Dad’s Memorial Service.” With
love, Judi andhllan Freund

In Memory of Sylvia Paul. From Begie
Maza

Vivace Music Fund

In Memory of Beatrice Cohen. From
Pera Kane

In Memory of David Michaelson. From
Charles Nave and Judy Green

In Loving Memory of Jerry Gotthelf.
From Paula andt&nWolfe

Our thoughts are with Milt and Sandi
Landau. From Charles Nave and Judy
Green

Get Well wishes forMilt Landau. From
Irene Sein

In Memory of Jerry Gotthelf.
Charlie Nave and Judy Green
Speedy Recover Wishes for Milt
Landau. From Shirley Magder

In Honor of a speedy ecovel to Milt

From

Landau. With our best wishes, Judi and

Allan Freund

Best wishes fora speedy ecovel for
Milt Landau. FromAnn Sipher

In Memory of Jerry Gotthelf. From

In Memory of Gerald Gotthelf. From
Beth Gotthelf

In Memory of Jerry Gotthelf. From
Sandy and Larrpltman

In Memory of Harold Gordon. From
Sandy and Larrpltman

In Memory of Bernard Davis, dear
father of Judi Freund. From Paul and
Ruth Kadish

In Memory of Bernard Davis, dear
father of Judith Freund. From Pera
Kane

In Memory of Bernard Davis, father of
Judi Freund. From Libby and Jerry
Sherbin

In Memory of Sylvia Paul, dear mother

of Charlie Paul. With deepest sympathy

Judi andAllan Freund

In Memory of Bernard Davis, a new
good friend. From Mary Lewis

In Memory of Bernard Davis, dear
father of Judi Freund. From Seymour
Blustein and Joyce Cheresh

In Memory of Sylvia Paul, mother of
Charlie Paul. From Charles Nave and
Judy Green

In Memory of Bernard Davis, father of
Judi Freund. From Charles Nave and
Judy Green

In Memory of Bernard Davis, father of
Judi Freund. From Sandy and Larry
Altman

In Memory of Sylvia Paul, mother of
Charlie Paul. From Sandy and Larry
Altman

Education Fund

In Honor of Paul Goldman’s 50"
Birthday. FromArnie andAndrea
D’Amore-Braver

In Memory of Sam andAlex Weinstein.
From Marjorie andAndrew Shaw

In Celebration of the 50" Anniversary
of Marilyn and Joel Shore. From
Marjorie andAndrew Shaw

In Memory of Catherine Moran, the
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dear grandmother of Jennifer Wicker

and mother of Chris Moran. With
deepest sympathyudi andAllan Freund

In Memory of Bernard Davis. Harold
andAnn Black

In Memory of Bernard Davis, father of
Judi Freund. From Gail and Joe Gadon
In Memory of Bernard Davis. From
Judith and Bob Goren

In Memory of Bernard Davis, dear

father of Judi Freund. From her friends
and colleagues, all the Executive Directors
of synagogues and temples in the Detroit
Area

General Fund

In Memory of Jerry Gotthelf. From
Vernon Mann and’he Greenway Estates
Association

In Memory of Jerry Gotthelf. From
Audrey and Jerry Bricker

In Memory of Jerry Gotthelf. From
Helen Shreves

In Memory of Jerry Gotthelf. From
Elaine Fieldman and Mark Sims

In Memory of Jerry Gotthelf. From
Myra and Mel Jacobs

In Memory of Jerry Gotthelf, a wonder
ful man who was an honorto know.
With love, Judi and\llan Freund

In Memory of Bonnie Harley. With love
from Jim Harley

In Memory of Harold Gordon. From
Joan and Bernie Brawer

In Memory of Bernard Davis, father of
Judi Freund. From Bob and Susie Citrin
In Memory of Bernard Davis, dear
father of Judi Freund. From Linda and
Herb Glass

Condolences to Judi Feund and family
on the death of herfather, Bernard
Davis. From Paula andt&nleyWolfe

In Memory of Judy, Sam andAlex
Weinstein. From Roberta Litwin

In Memory of Bernard Davis. From
Roberta Litwin

In Honor of a speedy ecovery of Milt
Landau. From Roberta Litwin

To honor the memoly of Bernard Davis.
From the Ernst Family

In Honor of the 50" Anniversary of Milt
and Sandy Landau. From Floreen and
Sheldon Halpern

In Honor of the 50" Anniversary of




Trudy and Jack Driker. From Floreen
and Sheldon Halpern

In Honor of the 50" Anniversary of
Debbie and Manny Frisch. From
Floreen and Sheldon Halpern

In Honor of Sadie Braver FromAndrea
andArnold D’Amore — Braver

In Memory of Bernard Davis. From
Connie and JerrfWolberg

In Memory of Sylvia Paul. From Connie
and JerryWolbergy

In Memory of a very dear friend,
Bernard Davis, father of Judi Freund.
FromThe Gallery Restaurant and the
Becharas Family

In Memory of Bernard Davis, father of
Judi Freund. From Barbara and Ed
Klarman

In Memory of Bernard Davis. From
Judy Bobrow

In Memory of Sylvia Paul. From Judy
Bobrow

In Memory of Bernard Davis, father of
Judi Freund. From Carol andt8ve Lash
In Memory of Bernard Davis, father of
Judi Freund. From Suzanne and Charlie
Paul

In Memory of Sylvia Paul. From Sonia
Garfield

In Memory of Bernard Davis. From
Doreen Hermelin

In Memory of Sylvia Paul. From the
Ernst family

Memorial Garden Fund

In Memory of Bernard Davis, father of
Judi Freund. From Gerald and Beverly
Viedrah

In Memory of Sylvia Paul. From Judith
and Bob Goren

In Memory of Sylvia Paul, dear mother
of Charlie Paul. From Seymour Blustein
and Joyce Cheresh

Rabbi Wine Discretionary Fund

With our deepest sympathy on the loss
of Jerry Gotthelf. From Ceci aniVillie
Stone

With our deepest sympathy on the loss
of Harold Gordon. From Ceci andVillie
Stone

In Honor of Rabbi Wine's assistance
during a difficult time. From Beth
Gotthelf

“Thank you Rabbi Wine for all your
support and love during my Dad’s
recent fall and foryour beautiful
Memorial Service.” With love, Judi and
Allan Freund

In Memory of Onice Lindsey Harley
From James Harley

Irving Kane Memorial Library Fund

In Memory of Gerald Gotthelf. From
Pera Kane

In Memory of Sylvia Paul, a grand and
thoughtful lady. From Carol and Marty
Gorosh

Endowment Fund

In Memory of Gerald Gotthelf. From
Earl Rudner and Bonnie Brenner

In Memory of Jerry Gotthelf. From Bev
and Skip Siegel

Speedy ecovely wishes forMilt
Landau. From Bev and Skip Siegel
Speedy ecovely wishes forJoel Rosner
From Bev and Skip Siegel

In Memory of the wonderful life of
Bernard Davis. Condolences from Roz
and Ken Gitlin

In Memory of Sylvia Paul, dear mother
of Charlie Paul. From Pera Kane

Transition Fund

In Honor of Mike Beltzman’s Milestone
Year. FromAudrey and Jerry Bricker
In Honor of Ralph Keith’s Milestone
Year. FromAudrey and Jerry Bricker

Esther Luria Health and Wellness Fund

In Memory of Jerry Gotthelf. From
Cindy and Hugh Beckman

Help Y ourself,
Help Y our
Community
Help the
Movement
Continue to Grow

What better way is there to make a
gift to a lifestyle you care about?
Receive a quarterly income for
yourself and your spouse for life?
And gain an immediate tax
deduction?

SHJ POOLED
INCOME FUND

This fund of donations—which the
SHJ receives after your death—
provides the means to train leaders
and rabbis and help increase the
development of your community.
You may even designate a portion
of proceeds from your contribution
to be given to the Birmingham
Temple for whatever purposes you
choose.

For a minimum gift of $5,000, you
can produce a win-win situation
for all.

For further information, contact SHJ
Executive Director Bonnie Cousens
(bonniecousens@shj.org) or Bert
Steinberg (berts8@comcast.net).

DO IT NOW!

YOUR AD HERE!

Contact the Birmingham T
advertising in the Jewish Humanist!
248-477-1410

emple Office about
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February 2006

The Birmingham Temple Monthly Schedule

Sunday

5
9:30am
Sunday
School

10:00am
Roitman
Seminar

12
9:30am
Sunday
School and
Preschool

19
No School

26
No School

Monday

6
7:00pm
Monday Class
8:00pm
The
Birmingham
Temple Forum

13
7:00pm
Monday Class
8:00pm
The
Birmingham
Temple Forum

20
7:00pm
Monday Class
8:00pm
The
Birmingham
Temple Forum

27
7:00pm
Monday Class
8:00pm
The
Birmingham
Temple Forum

Tuesday

7
4:30pm

Tuesday
School

7:30pm
Evening with
the Rabbi

14
4:30pm
Tuesday
School

21
No School
5:00pm
Executive
Board

7:30pm
BT Board of
Trustees

28
4:30pm
Tuesday
School
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Wednesday

1
4:30pm
Wednesday
School

8
4:30pm
Wednesday
School

7:30pm
Reading
Circle -
Library

15
4:30pm
Wednesday
School

22
No School

Thursday

16

23

Friday

3
8:00pm
Roitman
Seminar

10
7:30pm
The Temple
School
Presents:
“A Tribute to
Broadway”

17
8:00pm
Shabbat
Celebration-
Muslims in
Europe
-Rabbi Wine

24
8:00pm
Shabbat
Celebration —
Tubishvat
Seder
-Rabbi Kolton

Saturday

4
No Shabbat
Study Hour

10:00am
Roitman
Seminar-
Morning
Session

1:30pm

Roitman
Seminar-
Afternoon

Session

11
9:30am
Shabbat
Study Hour

18
9:30am
Shabbat
Study Hour

25
9:30am
Shabbat
Study Hour

8:30pm
JET




M arch 2006

The Birmingham Temple Monthly Schedule

Sunday Monday
5 6
9:30am 7:00pm
Sunday Monday Class
Schoolhantlj 8:00pm
Preschoo The Birmingham
Temple Forum
12 13
9:30am 7:00pm
Sunday Monday Class
School 8:00pm
The Birmingham
Temple Forum
19 20
9:30am 7:00pm
Sunday Monday Class
School 8:00pm
The Birmingham
Temple Forum
26 27
9:30am 7:00pm
Sunday Monday Class
School 8:00pm

The Birmingham
Temple Forum

Tuesday

4:30pm
Tuesday
School
7:30pm
Evening with
the Rabbi

14
4:30pm
Tuesday
School

Purim

21
4:30pm
Tuesday
School
5:00pm
Executive
Board
7:30pm
BT Board of
Trustees

28
4:30pm
Tuesday
School

Wednesday Thursday

1 2
4:30pm

Wednesday
School

8 9
4:30pm

Wednesday
School

7:30pm
Reading
Circle

15 16
4:30pm

Wednesday
School

22 23
4:30pm

Wednesday
School

29 30
4:30pm

Wednesday
School
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Friday

8:00pm
Shabbat
Celebration-
Humanism &
Spirituality:
Are they
compatible?
-Barbara
Kopitz,
Madrikha

10
7:30pm
Shabbat
Celebration-
Great Purim
Celebration
-Rabbi Kolton

17
8:00pm
Shabbat
Celebration-
The Israeli
Election
-Rabbi Wine

24
8:00pm
Shabbat
Celebration —
The L'Chayim
Ketubah
Project
-Rabbi Kolton

31
8:00pm
Shabbat
Celebration —
Celebration of
Psychology
-Rabbi Kolton

Saturday

4
No Shabbat
Study Hour

11
9:30am
Shabbat
Study Hour

18
9:30am
Shabbat
Study Hour

25
9:30am
Shabbat
Study Hour
8:30pm
JET




The Jewish Humanist

28611 W. 12 Mile Rd.
Farmington Hills, MI 48334

Address Service R equested

Vivace

2005-2006
Season

Saturday , April 8, 2006, 8 pm
PERFORMERS TO BE ANNOUNCED

Saturday , May 13, 2006, 8 pm
WILLIAM BOLCOM and JOAN MORRIS
Pulitzer Prize-winning pianist and songstress

The Birmingham Temple
28611 West Twelve Mile Rd.
Farmington Hills, MI 48334
www.birminghamtemple.org

All concerts open
to the public!

Series: $60 for Temple members and seniors;
Others, $72. Individual concerts, $18 and $21.
Special prices for students and groups.

Principal Sponsor ($1,000) may choose and

dedicate a concert to honor or remember a

loved one and receive a gift of four season
subscriptions.

For information call
Joyce Cheresh (248) 788-9338 or
Ann Sipher (248) 661-1348




